
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Electric Vehicle Purchase Rebate: Vacaville 

Short Description: Up to a $6,000 rebate for the purchase of a new electric vehicle  

Beneficiary: Purchaser of a new electric vehicle in qualifying areas 

Type of Incentive: Purchase Rebate 

Effective Dates: Current benefit, no sunset date  

Value of Benefit: Cash rebate of up to $6,000  

 
Full Description: The city of Vacaville provides incentives for the purchase of new qualified battery electric 
vehicles and plug in hybrid electric vehicles. The Electric Vehicle Program offers up to $6,000 for each applicant who 

purchases or leases a new freeway capable Electric vehicle from an auto manufacturer. The EV Program has been made 

available to those who live in or work in the north‐eastern half of Solano County, essentially Vacaville, Dixon, and 

Rio Vista. 

State Statutory References: Not Applicable 

Other Link(s):  

• http://www.cityofvacaville.com/departments/public_works/evprogram.php?# (EV Incentive Program Website) 

• http://www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/laws/law/CA/6137  (AFDC Website) 

 



CITY OF VACAVILLE’S ELECTRIC VEHICLE (EV) INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

The City of Vacaville, the national leader in residential alternative fuel vehicle 
incentive programs on a per capita basis, has established the goal of raising 
public awareness and providing interested individuals with viable options to gas-
powered vehicles.  A primary example of this is the City’s Electric Vehicle (EV) 
Incentive Program. 

The City of Vacaville currently leases twenty-four Toyota RAV4 EV’s.  This is the 
highest number of any municipality in the nation, and the most of any agency in 
Northern California.  In addition, the City sponsors an EV lease buy-down 
program, which provides financial incentives to qualifying participants. 

The main focus of the buy-down program is to reduce the cost of EV leasing, 
which can be as high as $600/month.  To offset this cost, the City of Vacaville 
pursued and secured federal and regional air quality grants that provided up to 
$6,000 in incentives to any qualifying participant who leased or purchased a 
new freeway capable EV from an automobile manufacturer.  As a result, 
participants were able to reduce their lease payment to as low as $175/month. 

Electric powered vehicles are the cleanest passenger vehicles available today, 
and Vacaville has more consumer electric vehicles per capita than any other city 
in the nation.  Perhaps this is why the publication, EV World, has called 
Vacaville "America's EV Home Town," and given it the nickname “Voltageville.” 

In addition to being eco-friendly, electric vehicles have the advantage of being 
able to go solo in the carpool lanes.  They are also exempt from bridge tolls 
during commute hours. 

As of July 2004, more than 100 residents had taken advantage of the EV lease 
buy-down program.  The breakdown of vehicles was as follows: 

General Motors EV1 (73) 
Toyota RAV4 EV (16) 
Chevy S-10 Electric Pickup Truck (7) 
Ford Ranger EV (4) 

Anyone interested in additional information can contact Ed Huestis at (707) 
449-5424, or via e-mail at ehuestis@cityofvacaville.com.

As of December 2009, the City of Vacaville still has federal and regional grant 
funded financial incentives available to qualifying participants for the purchase 
or lease of new freeway capable electric vehicles.
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